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TAGS: MARR IC NATO 

SUBJECT: NEW IP CHAIRMAN SPEAKS ON DEFENSE ISSUE 
REF: REYKJAVIK 1216 

1. IN HIS FIRST PUBLIC STATEMENT ON DEFENSE ISSUE SINCE BE- 
COMING CHAIRMAN OF OPPOSITION INDEPENDENCE PARTY, GEIR 
HALLGRIMSSON ATTEMPTED TO SHOW THAT HE WAS IN TUNE WITH 
THE TIMES WHILE STILL REMAINING FIRM SUPPORTER OF US-ICELANDIC 
MEMBERSHIP IN NATO. WHEN ASKED BY RADIO INTERVIEWER OCT 17 
WHETHER HE BELIEVED AMERICAN MILITARY FORCE IN ICELAND COULD 
BE REDUCED HE SAID NUMBERS SHOULD BE "IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
TIMES" AND HE WOULD AGREE TO REDUCTIONS "ONLY IF THE SECURITY 
OF ICELAND WOULD NOT BE JEOPARDIZED." 

2. HALLGRIMSSON WAS ASKED WHETHER HIS PARTY WOULD SUPPORT 
PROPOSAL INTRODUCED AGAIN THIS YEAR IN ALTHING BY SOCIAL DEMO- 
CRATS CALLING FOR BASE TO BE CONVERTED TO "UNARMED SURVEILLANCE 
STATION" MANNED BY ICELANDERS. HE SAID IP WOULD NOT SUPPORT 
THAT PROPOSAL BECAUSE HE QUESTIONED WHETHER ICELAND COULD 
SUPPLY TECHNICIANS NEEDED AND WHETHER ICELANDIC ECONOMY 
COULD AFFORD TO LOSE SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF LIMITED MANPOWER 
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3. WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE FELT CURRENT MIDDLE EAST CRISIS SHOULD 
AFFECT ICELANDIC THINKING ON DEFENSE ISSUE, HE SAID ANY ARMED 
CLASH SHOULD CAUSE ICELAND TO BE CONCERNED FOR OWN DEFENSE 
AND THAT SIMILAR SITUATION IN 1956 AGGRAVATED BY HUNGERIAN CRI- 
SIS HAD CAUSED LEFTIST GOVERNMENT OF THAT TIME TO BACK AWAY 
FROM DECLARED INTENTION TO FORCE REMOVAL OF US SERVICEMEN. 
IRVING 
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